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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  FLEET 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


and  the 


Public  Health  Inspector 


for  1957 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  C.  D.  WALMSLEY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Public  Health  Inspector : 

F.  E.  SMALE,  c.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1957. 

Area : 3,694  acres. 

Population:  9,600  (estimated  mid-year  1957) — (Census  1951 — 

9,018). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  3,174. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate:  £600  (estimated  1.4.58). 

Rateable  value:  £153,168. 

General  rate:  19/ 6d.  in  the  £. 

Birth  rate:  16.97  (crude):  18.33  (standardised). 

Death  rate:  12.6  (crude);  11.08  (standardised). 

Infantile  death  rate  per  1,000  births:  18.4. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis:  Nil. 

Deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  : Nil. 

Tuberculosis  death  rate : Pulmonary — Nil.  Non-Pulmonary — Nil. 
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THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S 

REPORT  FOR  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Fleet  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  1957. 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General,  has 
diminished  by  50  to  9,600. 

As  regards  Infectious  Diseases,  during  the  year  Measles  cases 
numbered  206  as  against  nine  in  1956  and  Whooping  cough  cases 
were  31  as  against  five  in  1956. 

» 

The  general  health  was  satisfactory  and  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or 
Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 

Vaccination  (anti-variola)  against  Small-Pox  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  babies  born  in  1957  under  12  months  was  67.5,  the  county 
average  rate  being  68.5. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  lung  (three  male  and 
four  female)  as  against  three  male  deaths  from  the  same  cause  last 
year. 

The  building  of  Council  houses  has  virtually  ceased  except  for  the 
provision  of  houses  under  the  slum  clearance  scheme. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births — 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  . . . . . . 156  85  71 

Illegitimate  ......  7 3 4 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  16.97 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  ......  3 2 1 

Illegitimate  . ....  — — — 

Rate  (per  1,000  total  births) — Leg.:  18.0.  Illeg. : Nil. 

Deaths — 

Total  Male  Female 

121  68  53 

Rate  (per  1,000  population)  . . 12.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes : Nil. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1*000  live  births): 
Legitimate  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.4 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer : 23. 

Deaths  from  Measles : Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  : Nil. 

Deaths  from  Infantile  Paralysis:  Nil. 


BIRTH  RATES 


Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

1953 

148 

16.6 

1954 

112 

12.1 

1955 

153 

16.0 

1956 

176 

18.2 

1957 

163 

16.9 

DEATH  RATES 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

1953 

99 

11.1 

1954 

94 

10.1 

1955 

113 

11.8 

1956 

94 

9.7 

1957 

121 

12.6 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  births 

1953 

148 

3 

20.3 

1954 

112 

3 

26.7 

1955 

153 

3 

19.6 

1956 

176 

4 

22.7 

1957 

163 

3 

18.4 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 


M F 

Syphilitic  disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Cancer — Lung,  bronchus  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 4 

Cancer — breast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Cancer — uterus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Cancer — other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 9 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . . . . 9 8 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . . . . . . . . 23  8 

Other  heart  disease  . . . . • . . . . . . . 4 6 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 1 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . . . . . . 2 — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . . . . . . 1 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . . . . . . . — 1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 — 

Congenital  malformations  . . . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . . . . . . . 5 6 

Motor-vehicle  accidents  . . . . . . . . . • 1 1 

All  other  accidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 


Total  68  53 


M F 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  . . . . Total  — 3 3 — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  . . Total  — 3 3 

1 wish  to  thank  Mr.  Smale  for  his  kind  and  unfailing  help  through- 
out the  year.  Miss  Judith  Noble,  Clerk-typist,  left  the  department  in 
November  and  I wish  to  thank  her  for  the  work  she  did  in  the  depart- 
ment all  the  time  she  was  with  us.  Miss  Joy  Whitworth  took  over  the 
work  and  I wish  to  acknowledge  her  good  work  from  that  time. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  WALMSLEY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 


There  are  two  District  Nurses  (Miss  McMonigall  and  Miss 
Phillips),  who  are  qualified  midwives  and  since  the  5th  July,  1948,  have 
been  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Hampshire  County  Council. 

There  is  also  a Home-help  service  in  operation  and  this  is  adminis- 
tered by  a County  Council  organiser  with  headquarters  at  Farn 
borough.  Home-helps  in  Fleet,  Hook,  Farnborough  and  Aldershot  are 
on  call  for  full  or  part-time  service  in  the  area,  and  the  local  prac- 
titioners, as  well  as  the  District  Nurses,  co-operate  in  the  scheme,  which 
is  working  well.  At  the  end  of  the  year  plans  were  in  hand  to  transfer 
the  Fleet  Urban  District  to  the  Basingstoke  Division  as  from  the  1st 
April,  1958. 

During  1957,  63  families  in  the  district  received  domestic  aid  from 
the  service — (Maternity,  13;  general  sickness,  13;  post  hospital,  5;  aged 
and  sick,  11;  aged  and  infirm,  15;  post  maternity,  1;  child  care,  3; 
Chronic  sick,  2). 

This  area  for  general  hospital  purposes,  comes  under  the  South 
West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Fleet  and  District  Hospital  contains  33  beds — (9  male,  14 
female,  6 children’s  and  4 private  wards)  and  provides  general  medical 
and  surgical  treatment.  There  is  a separate  children’s  ward.  There  is 
no  resident  Medical  Officer.  There  is  a consultant  surgical  and  medical 
staff  in  addition  to  the  Doctors  in  practice  in  the  area,  who  attend  at 
the  hospital. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  treated  at  Northfield  Hospital, 
Aldershot.  The  ambulance  service  provides  for  removal  of  patients  to 
hospital  through  the  local  depots  at  Aldershot  and  Farnborough. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  School  Medical  Services, 
Mental  Deficiency,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Orthopaedic  Services, 
the  care  of  premature  infants  and  illegitimate  children  and  the  Tuber- 
culosis service  (prevention,  care  and  after  care  only). 

The  special  clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  held  at  the  Manor  Park 
House,  Aldershot,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  as  is  the  treatment  part  of  the  Tuberculosis  service. 

Laboratory  Facilities: 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Royal  Hampshire  County  Hospital,  Winchester  (telephone 
3807),  and  the  Director  is  Dr.  M.  H.  Hughes.  All  types  of  bacterio- 
logical examinations  are  carried  out  there. 

Chemical  examinations  of  water,  etc.,  are  carried  out  at  the 
Borough  Analyst’s  Laboratory,  Southampton,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Southampton  County  Borough  Council. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Clinics  are  held  at  the  schools  as 
required. 


Fleet. 

Venereal  Diseases  : 

Women 


\ 


Held  every  Wednesday  9 a.m.  to  12 
noon  and  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  at  the 
Northfield  Hospital,  Aldershot. 


Men 


Held  every  Monday  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 
at  the  Northfield  Hospital,  Aldershot. 

Held  every  Tuesday  9.30  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  and  Saturday  9.30  a.m.  to  12 
noon  at  the  Northfield  Hospital, 
Aldershot. 


Tuberculosis  Clinic  : 


Child  Welfare  : 

Fleet. 


The  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in 
every  month  at  the  Institute,  Albert 
Street,  Fleet. 


Crookham. 


The  first  and  third  Mondays  in  every 
month  at  the  Military  Families 
Centre,  Queen  Elizabeth  Barracks, 

Crookham. 


The  County  Council  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  is  Mrs. 
Stockdale  and  for  the  Crookham  Ward,  Miss  E.  Simpson,  h.v.,  s.r.n.. 

S.C.M. 

Outside  the  District  but  serving  the  area  Orthopaedic  Clinics  for 
school  children  and  infants  are  held  at  Farnborough  and  Aldershot  on 
alternate  first  Tuesdays  in  every  month,  and  School  Eye  Clinics  are 
held  by  the  County  Council  at  Aldershot  as  required. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination: 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination  Prophylaxis  for 
infants  and  school  children  is  done  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
County  Council  and  is  a free  service.  Parents  may  elect  to  have  their 
children  done  privately  by  their  own  Doctor.  Children  under  school 
age  can  still  be  immunised  at  the  fortnightly  child  welfare  clinic. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


An  increase  of  241  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  was  accounted  for  by  increases  in  all  the  commoner  diseases 
but  mainly  to  the  biennial  increase  in  measles  (206  compared  with  9 
for  1956).  Scarlet  fever  cases  showed  a decrease  (from  6 in  1956  to  2) 
and  no  dysentery  cases  were  reported.  Once  again  diphtheria  and 
poliomyelitis  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  the  former  for  1 1 
years  now  and  the  latter  for  6 years.  There  were  no  admissions  to 
hospital. 
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Comparative  Tables 


| Disease 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

27 

47 

Measles 

9 

206 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

31 

Erysipelas 

2 

6 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation: 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  immunised 
during  the  year  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  : 


Immunisation 

1956 

1957 

Primary 

Secondary 

Primary 

Secondary 

Diphtheria  alone  . . 

6 

18 

5 

16 

Combined  Diphtheria  / 

Whooping  Cough 

126 

32 

45 

29 

Combined  Diphtheria/ 

Whooping  Cough /Tetanus  .. 

37 

3 

95 

18 

Whooping  Cough  alone  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

170 

53 

145 

63 

The  majority  of  the  injections  were  given  by  private  practitioners. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination: 

During  1957  the  remainder  of  the  children  (in  the  1947-54  group) 
registered  in  1956  were  vaccinated — 82  children  were  given  the  com- 
plete course  of  injections  mainly  by  the  local  practitioners.  With  19 
done  in  1956,  the  total  number  of  children  who  have  been  vaccinated 
is  101.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  some  400  children 
and  expectant  mothers  had  been  registered  and  were  awaiting  vaccina- 
tion. 

Tuberculosis: 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  12  (all  pul- 
monary)— 8 of  the  cases  were  transfers  from  other  districts.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Comparative  Tables  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths 


Year 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

1953 

14 

1 

— 

— 

1954 

14 

1 

— 

— 

1955 

12 

1 

1 

— 

1956 

10 

— 

1 

— 

1957 

12 

8 


A check  on  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  district 
was  carried  out  by  reference  to  the  local  practitioners  and  the  Chest 
Clinic  at  Aldershot  with  the  following  results  : 


Numbers  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1957. 


MALES 

FEMALES 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

PULMONARY 

NON-  P U L MO  N AtR  Y 

26 

2 

20 

6 

Total  — 54 

Venereal  Diseases: 

No  cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  were  especially  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

Infestation: 

No  cases  of  nits  or  scabies  were  reported  to  the  Department. 

Disinfection: 

Seven  rooms  (six  houses)  were  disinfected  after  notifiable  diseases 
or  on  request. 

Climate  and  Meteorology 

Although  no  figures  for  Fleet  itself  as  regards  rainfall  and  sun- 
shine are  available,  by  kind  permission  of  the  Director  and  Meteor- 
ological Officer  of  the  Royal  Aircraft  Establishment,  Farnborough,  I 
have  set  out  the  figures  relating  to  the  rainfall  and  sunshine  of  the 
Farnborough  District.  It  is  not  suggested  that  these  figures  are  strictly 
applicable  to  Fleet  but  I think  it  may  be  presumed  that  they  are 
sufficiently  accurate  to  be  a guide. 


The  figures  are  as  follows : — 


Month 

Rainfall  (m.m.) 

Sunshine  (hours) 

January 

36.3 

43.9 

February 

. . 89.4 

61.0 

March 

. . 33.2 

84.8 

April 

. . 9.5 

152.9 

May 

. . 29.2 

202.0 

June 

. . 28.6 

288.0 

July 

. . 92.2 

150.5 

August 

. . 37.0 

161.8 

September 

. . 73.2 

92.0 

October 

. . 40.5 

86.2 

November 

. . 75.7 

61.5 

December 

. . 55.8 

44.4 

Total  600.6  1429 


The  total  rainfall  is  equivalent  to  23.5  inches. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Fleet  Urban  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957 
and  my  eleventh  as  your  Public  Health  Inspector.  In  spite  of  the  ever 
increasing  problems,  frustrations  and  legislation,  it  can  truthfully  be 
said  that  the  essential  public  health  services  were  maintained  during  the 
year.  Progress  on  the  food  and  housing  fronts  was  perceptible  but 
progress  in  the  provision  of  sewers  for  the  undrained  parts  of  the 
district  was  painfully  slow.  However,  another  two  years  might  see 
this  state  of  affairs  altered,  thus  relieving  what  is,  at  present,  a great 
source  of  worry. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

The  whole  of  the  water  supply  for  the  area  is  provided  by  the  Mid- 
Wessex  Water  Company,  and  1 am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Company  for  the  following  report : — 

“ 1.— Sources  of  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  in  detail  for  the  whole  area  by  the  Mid-Wessex 
Water  Company  and  is  obtained  from  wells  in  the  chalk  at  Itchel, 
Greywell  and  Lasham. 

An  adequate  supply  for  all  purposes  without  restriction  was  main- 
tained throughout  the  year. 

2.  Treatment. 

The  water  from  the  various  chalk  wells  serving  the  area  varies  in 
hardness  from  16.5  to  21  grains/gallon  and  softening  is  carried  out  at 
Itchel,  Greywell  and  Lasham  in  order  to  reduce  the  hardness  to  the 
statutory  limit  of  12  grains /gallon. 

The  water  from  all  sources  is  practically  sterile  in  the  raw  state, 
before  treatment,  but  is  given  a precautionary  dose  of  chlorine  during 
the  normal  process  of  treatment,  in  conformity  with  modern  water- 
works practice. 
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3.  — Purity  of  Supply. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  regularly  and  frequently  by  the  Com- 
pany before  and  after  treatment  at  the  works  and  in  supply.  They  are 
examined  chemically  and  bacteriologically  by  the  Company’s  resident 
Chemists  and  Bacteriologists  and  in  addition  are  submitted  to  the 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  independent  examination  and 
report  at  regular  intervals. 

The  reports  during  the  past  year  on  all  treated  waters  have  shown 
a consistently  high  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

4.  — The  water  distributed  in  this  area  is  a normal  chalk  derived  water 
and  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

5.  — No  action  was  necessary,  so  far  as  the  Company  was  concerned,  to 
deal  with  any  form  of  contamination.” 


WATER  SAMPLING 

(a)  Public  Main  Supply. 

The  four  quarterly  samples  of  the  Mid- Wessex  Water  Company’s 
main  supply  were  taken  from  different  parts  of  the  district  and  all  were 
reported  satisfactory,  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  The 
hardness  figures  for  the  four  samples  were  11.1  degrees  (Clarke’s  scale), 
1 1 .6,  12.1  and  12.2. 

(b)  Swimming  Pool. 

There  is  one  open-air  swimming  pool  in  the  district  and  the  water 
(a  main  supply)  is  treated  by  filtration,  chlorination  and  aeration.  One 
sample  of  the  water  was  taken  and  this  was  reported  sterile.  This  is 
evidence  of  the  efficient  maintenance  of  the  treatment-plant. 

(c)  Sewage  Works  Effluent. 

The  Military  Authorities  continued  to  take  monthly  samples  of 
the  effluent  from  the  Military  Disposal  Works  at  Crookham  and  results 
of  the  analyses  were  received  by  the  Department.  They  were  reported 
satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

1 am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  D.  Chivers.  for  the  follow- 
ing report : — 

“ The  gas  plant,  engines  and  electrical  equipment  at  the  Compres- 
sor Station,  Kenilworth  Road,  also  the  pumping  plant  at  Hitches  Lane 
Station,  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Messrs.  John  Taylor  & Sons,  Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared 
a scheme  for  the  construction  of  a pumping  station  at  Avondale  Road, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £18,130  to  replace  the  ejectors  at  this  site. 
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The  ejector  stations  at  Cove  Road  and  Reading  Road  North,  are 
at  present  to  remain  until  such  times  as  the  Main  Drainage  extension 
has  been  completed  when  it  will  be  possible  to  direct  the  sewage  from 
Reading  Road  North  ejector  to  Hitches  Lane  Station.  At  this  stage 
consideration  will  be  given  to  provide  a small  lifting  plant  at  Cove 
Road  with  a view  to  dispensing  with  the  Compressor  Station  at  Kenil- 
worth Road. 

The  modifications  at  the  outfall  works  have  now  been  completed, 
the  new  pump  and  fittings  installed  are  now  operating  satisfactorily. 

Details  for  the  completion  of  the  Main  Drainage  of  the  Urban  Dist- 
rict and  extension  of  the  Sewage  Treatment  Works  have  been  before 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  who  has  now  given 
approval  to  proceed  with  Stage  1 of  the  scheme. 

Stage  1 consists  of  the  laying  of  sewers  in  Aldershot  Road, 
Crookham,  Bowenhurst  Road,  Sandy  Lane,  Tweseldown 
Road,  Gaily  Hill  Road,  Gables  Road,  Cranford  Avenue 
and  Fleet  Road,  Crookham,  and  Cove  Road,  Fleet. 

At  the  Sewage  Treatment  Works  in  Stage  1 provision  is  made  for 
the  construction  of  1 Detritus  Tank,  1 Settlement  Tank,  2 Storm  Water 
Tanks,  2 Filters,  2 Humus  Tanks  and  6 Sludge  Beds,  with  incidental 
works. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Weekly  collections  of  refuse  and  salvage  have  been  made  through 
out  the  district  and  tipping  is  still  in  progress  at  the  Farnham  Road 
Site. 

The  following  table  shows  the  income  from  sales  of  salvage  since 
1951. 


Year 

Total 

Sales 

Average  Monthly 

1951 

£1,462 

0 

0 

£121  17 

5 

1952 

£1,036 

2 

9 

£86  7 

0 

1953 

£664 

0 

0 

£55  7 

4 

1954 

£738 

19 

2 

£61  11 

7 

1955 

£936 

11 

2 

£78  0 

11 

1956 

£787 

9 

10 

£65  12 

0 

1957 

£892 

3 

10 

£74  7 

0 

The  income  shows  an  increase  during  the  year.  A total  of  112 
tons  of  paper  was  collected  giving  a monthly  average  of  tons. 


HOUSING 

My  comments  in  last  year's  report  on  the  delay  and  difficulty  in 
getting  repairs  carried  out  under  notice  from  the  Council  still  apply, 
but  there  was  increased  activity  in  the  matter  of  repairs  consequent  on 
the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Rent  Act  1957  and  details  of  this  will 
be  given  in  a later  paragraph. 
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improvement  Grants. 

Inspite  of  the  Council's  decision  to  relax  their  policy  in  connection 
with  the  approval  of  applications,  only  3 official  applications  were 
made  during  the  year.  In  each  case  the  proposal  was  to  convert  a 
small  third  bedroom  into  a bathroom  and  provide  a domestic  hot  water 
supply.  The  applications  were  approved  and  the  approved  cost  in 
each  case  was  £206,  £140  and  £188  and  a 50%  grant  (the  maximum) 
was  made. 

Rent  Act  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

It  is  thought  that  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  where  landlords 
served  notices  of  increase  of  rent,  undertakings  were  given  to  the 
tenants  within  the  six  week  period.  In  25  cases,  however,  applications 
were  made  for  certificates  of  disrepair  before  the  end  of  the  year  and 
the  result  of  action  on  these  applications  was  as  follows : — 

Number  of  cases  where  landlord  gave  undertaking  to  carry  out  . . 


work  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  . . . . 13 

Number  of  cases  where  work  done  before  issue  of  certificates  . . 

of  disrepair  . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  cases  where  application  otherwise  resolved  . . . . 1 


Total  25 

The  applications  were  dealt  with  by  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Committee,  under  delegated  powers,  and  this  made  for  early 
consideration  and  the  speedy  issue  of  the  various  forms. 

Much  time  had  to  be  spent  on  ascertaining  the  exact  defects  speci- 
fied on  tenants’  forms  G and  with  preparing  various  forms  in  duplicate 
and  sometimes  in  triplicate. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  defects  had  been  remedied  in  only  two 
cases,  but  this  was  accounted  for  mainly  by  the  fact  that  the  six  months 
period  allowed  where  the  landlord  had  given  an  undertaking  would  not 
expire  till  the  early  months  of  1958. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  7 of  the  cases  where  certificates  of  disre- 
pair had  been  issued,  negotiations  were  in  progress  for  the  sale  of  the 
houses  to  the  tenants,  and  in  fact  the  sales  had  been  completed  when 
this  report  was  printed.  Although  25  applications  for  certificates  of 
disrepair  were  received  in  the  last  four  months  of  1957,  only  5 had 
been  received  in  the  first  5 months  of  1958. 

Housing  Act  1957  & Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act  1954. 

The  main  activity,  in  1957,  in  connection  with  the  first  stage  of  the 
Council’s  slum  clearance  programme,  was  the  building  of  10  dwellings 
(six  houses  and  four  old  people’s  bungalows)  and  the  re-housing  of  the 
occupiers  of  ten  of  the  thirteen  houses  on  which  demolition  orders  were 
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operative,  leaving  three  tenant}  to  be  re-housed  in  the  second  stage, 
p ans  lor  which  would  be  considered  in  1958.  Five  houses  only  remain 
to  be  dealt  with  of  the  thirty  included  in  the  Council’s  approved  pro- 
posals. 

Mousing  Building  Progress. 

Your  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  D.  Chivers)  has  kindly  supplied  the  follow- 
ing report : — 

“ Houses  completed  during  the  year:  — 

Council  Housing. 

Scheme  20 — Cox  heath  — Comben  & Wakeling  . . . . . . 10 

Houses  under  Construction  at  the  31st  December,  1957. 

Nil. 

Total  number  of  Post-War  Houses  erected. 

Council  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 354 

Private  Enterprise  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..351 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  G.  Atkins,  Housing  Officer,  for  the 
following  report:  — 

“ Thirteen  tenancies  were  surrendered  during  the  year,  eleven  of 
these  being  tenants  nominated  by  the  N.G.T.E. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  transferring  existing  tenants  to  other 
Council  accommodation  more  suitable  to  means,  size  of  family,  etc., 
was  maintained  and  the  transfer  of  nine  tenants  was  effected  during 
the  year. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  a further  six  houses  and  four  old 
people’s  bungalows  were  built  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  slum 
clearance  and  the  families  re-housed. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  priority  list  consisted  of  10  applicants 
whilst  the  non-priority  list  remained  the  same.  No  further  applica- 
tions were  added  to  either  list. 

The  number  of  applications  for  the  tenancy  of  old  people’s  bun- 
galows remains  at  forty  and  to  date  all  the  bungalows  have  the  original 
tenants  in  them.” 

Caravans. 

The  caravan  site  in  private  ownership  at  Crookham,  which  was 
first  licensed  in  1951  is  now  licensed  for  73  caravans  and  there  were  63 
caravans  on  the  site  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  site  has  continued  to 
be  maintained  in  a most  satisfactory  condition  during  the  year.  An 
electricity  supply  was  being  brought  to  the  site  at  the  end  of  year  and 
the  site  is  now  wired  up  and  the  supply  in  use  (May,  1958). 

The  policy  of  the  Council  with  regard  to  individual  sites  for  cara- 
vans is  based  on  that  of  the  County  Planning  Committee  and  licences 
are  only  granted  in  respect  of  sites  on  which  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
owners  to  build  houses. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Meetings  of  the  North  Hants  Rodent  Control  Committee,  of 
which  the  Council  is  one  of  the  seven  constituent  members  in  North 
East  Hants,  continued  to  be  held  quarterly.  Representatives  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  War  Department  attend 
the  meetings. 

Locally,  a free  service  to  both  business  and  private  premises  is 
given. 

In  view  of  the  infestation-free  history  of  the  Council’s  sewers,  the 
Ministry  have  recommended  that  further  testing  of  the  system  be  de- 
ferred until  1960. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator  is 
given  below. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


L.A. 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agricultural 

Business 

premises 

Total 

1.  No.  of  premises 
inspected 

14 

241 

2 

151 

oo 

o 

1 

2.  No.  of  premises 
found  tc  be  in- 
fested by  rats  . . 

14 

109 

2 

66 

191 

3.  No.  of  premises 
found  to  be  in- 
fested by  mice 

34 

3 

37 

4.  No.  of  inspected 
premises  treated 
by  L.A. 

14 

143 

2 

69 

228 

5.  No.  of  block  control 

schemes  carried  out  58 

6.  No  of  visits  for  in- 

spection and  treat- 
ment . . . . . . 2812 


Pest  Destruction. 

i he  routine  measures  of  spraying  the  Fleet  Pond  and  small  ponds 
and  ditches  in  the  vicinity  and  treating  the  road  gullies  for  mosquito 
prevention  were  continued. 

Two  dwelling  houses  were  treated  for  infestation  by  flies  and  9 
wasps  nests,  which  were  in  a dangerous  position  near  highways,  were 
destroyed. 
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SHOPS 


The  County  Council  are  responsible  through  their  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  for  the  closing  and  other  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Acts,  except  for  the  sanitary  provisions  contained  in  Section  38  of  the 
Shops  Act  1950,  whi^P  is  administered  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 
The  provisions  of  the  latter  section  are  carried  out. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 
During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  in  the  pro- 


vision of  sanitary  accommodation:  — 

New  Houses  (including  Flats,  shops,  etc.)  connected  to  sewer  . . 147 

New  Houses,  etc.,  connected  to  cesspools  . . . . . . 11 

Houses  with  cesspools  connected  to  sewer  . . . . . . 4 

Houses  with  pail  closets  connected  to  cesspools  . . . . . . 1 

Houses,  etc.,  with  pail  closets  connected  to  sewer  . . . . 3 


Sewerage  Extension  Scheme. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  further  progress  towards  the  commence- 
ment of  this  long  overdue  scheme.  An  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  held  an  enquiry  into  the  Council’s 
proposals  on  the  2nd  July  and  the  Minister’s  decision  given  in  August 
was  that  in  view  of  the  continuing  need  to  exercise  restraint  in  capital 
investment,  only  part  of  the  scheme  could  go  forward  immediately. 
The  areas  selected  for  priority  action  were  the  “ black  spots  ” outlined 
in  previous  reports.  It  was  thought  that  by  the  time  detailed  drawings 
and  estimates  had  been  obtained  for  Stage  1 of  the  scheme,  permission 
might  be  given  for  Stage  II  of  the  scheme  to  proceed.  At  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  preparing  detailed 
drawings,  etc.,  for  Stage  I. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  three  producers  of  milk  within  the  Urban  District,  (all 
producing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk)  and  six  retailers  of  bottled  milk. 

41  inspections  of  dairies  were  made  during  the  year  and  no 
statutory  action  was  called  for. 

On  6th  December,  1955  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified 
Areas)  Order  1955,  came  into  operation,  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
specify  the  Urban  District  as  an  area  in  which  only  tuberculin  tested 
or  heat  treated  milk  could  be  sold. 

43  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  adulteration  and  all  were  found 
to  be  genuine.  Details  of  all  samples,  including  milk,  taken  for 
adulteration  will  be  found  in  a later  paragraph. 

Sampling: 

A total  of  47  samples  was  taken  with  the  following  results  : 
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Designation 

No.  of  samples 
submitted 

Methylene  Blue 
Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turidity 

Test 

P 

F 

P 

F 

P(neg.) 

F(pos.) 

Pasteurised 

37 

37 

— 

37 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

8 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

2 



— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Totals  . . 

47 

45 

— 

45 

— 

2 

— 

It  is  once  again  satisfactory  to  report  that  all  47  samples  of  milk 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  passed  the  prescribed  tests. 

Of  37  bottled  (pasteurised)  samples,  13  were  from  the  three 
schools  in  the  area. 

No  action  was  required  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  1949,  which  provides  for  action  where  milk  is  sus- 
pected of  having  caused  disease  in  human  beings. 


Designated  Milk: 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year : — 

Pasteurised  (including  Tuberculin  ) 1 Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s) 

tested  (pasteurised)  . . ) 2 Dealer’s 

Tuberculin  Tested  (raw)  . . . . 2 Dealer’s 

Sterilised  . . . . . . 2 Dealer's 

The  one  pasteurising  establishment  in  the  area  is  licensed  by  the 
Local  Authority  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  butchers  in  the  area,  except  in  one  case,  obtain  all  their 
supplies  of  meat  from  wholesalers.  One  butcher  purchases  animals 
at  markets  and  has  them  slaughtered  at  a licensed  slaughterhouse  in 
Aldershot.  The  meat  is,  generally,  of  a high  standard  and  only 
relatively  small  amounts  have  to  be  condemned  at  the  retail  shops. 
There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  the  two  licensed 
before  1939  not  having  been  re-opened. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  surrendered 

and  condemned 

as  being  unfit  for  human  food  : 

Meat  (carcase) 

52  lbs. 

Fish 

7 stones 

Ham  & Veal  (tinned) 

22  lbs. 

Fish  cakes 

..  72 

Sausages 

22  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  . . 

. . 78  lbs. 

Tinned  foods  (various)  . . 

296 

Eggs 

. . 30  doz. 

Pheasants 

. . 3 

Chicklettes 

..  26 
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(C) 


FOOD 


In  accordance  with  Circular  19/56  the  following  information  is 
given  regarding  the  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises  in  the  area  : — 

(i)  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  the  district  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Type  of  Business 
Butchers 

Bakehouses  and  Confectioners 
Cooked  Meats 
Fish  (raw) 

Fish  (fried) 

Greengrocery 

Grocers  (including  “ mixed  ” shops) 
Cafes  (including  snack  bars) 
Factory  and  school  canteens 
Ice-cream  premises 


No. 

7 

9 

1 

2 

1 

9 

28 

7 

5 

40 


(ii)  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section 
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the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  and  the  number  of  dairies  registered 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949-1954. 


Type  of  Business  No. 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Ice-cream  . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


(iii)  A total  of  539  inspections  of  all  types  of  food  premises  was 
carried  out  during  the  year,  fn  1950  the  Council  made  byelaws  under 
Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  and  no  statutory  action  was 
necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  them. 


(iv)  There  is  no  clean  food  guild  in  the  area,  reliance  being  placed  on 
individual  advice  and  information  on  food  hygiene  at  routine  inspec- 
tions. 

(v)  The  small  amounts  of  carcase  beef  and  offal  and  other  raw  foods 
are  disposed  of  in  a local  factory  boiler  fire.  Other  foodstuffs,  includ- 
ing tinned  foods,  are  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

(vi)  No  special  examination  of  a stock  or  a consignment  of  food  has 
been  necessary. 

(vii)  One  cafe  manufactures  a small  quantity  of  ice-cream  for  con- 
sumption in  the  cafe.  The  provisions  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treat- 
ment, etc.,)  Regulations  1947-52  are  carried  out  both  at  these  premises 
and  at  the  40  retail  premises  where  only  a pre-packed  article  is  sold. 
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(viii)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955-56. 

The  year  1957  was  one  of  consolidating  the  work  of  inspection 
and  provision  of  facilities  started  in  1956.  With  most  of  the  food 
premises  now  provided  with  washing  facilities  and  hot  and  cold  water 
supply,  insistence  on  their  use  became  of  great  importance.  Although 
the  Local  Authority  and  its  officers  can  do  much  in  seeing  that  the 
necessary  facilities  are  provided,  proprietors  and  staff  have  the  greatest 
part  of  all  to  play  in  the  campaign  to  stamp  out  food  poisoning.  That 
we  have  had  no  cases  or  outbreaks  for  some  years  tends  to  show  that 
at  least  the  fundamentals  of  personal  hygiene  are  being  observed  at 
the  food  preparing  and  handling  establishments  but  there  can  never  be 
complacency  in  the  matter. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  statutory  action  to  enforce 
compliance  with  the  informal  notices  remaining  uncomplied  with  at  the 
end  of  1956. 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 


(d)  Adulteration,  etc. 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  O.  Perry,  Chief  Inspector,  for  the  follow- 
ing report : — 

The  following  is  a list  of  samples  taken  within  Fleet  Urban  District 
during  the  year : — 


Article 

No.  of  samples  taken 

Genuine 

Unsatisfactory 

Butter  and  other  fats 

1 

— 

Drugs 

1 

— 

Milk,  Channel  Islands 

17 

; 

Milk  '. 

26 

— 

Spirits 

2 

— 

Other  Foods  . . 

3 

— 

Sausage,  Meat  and  Fish  Products 

2 

— 

I Total  . . 

52 

1 
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The  17  Channel  Islands  Milk  samples  proved  to  contain  an  average 
of  4.34%  Fat  and  9.12%  Non-fatty  solids  and  the  26  Milk  samples  an 
average  of  3.83%  Fat  and  8.86%  Non-fatty  solids. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION  WORK 

Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  are  given  in 

the  following  table  : 

Premises  Inspected.  Number  of  Inspections 

Re  : Water  Supply  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 604 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . . . . . . 1 

Factories  . . . . . . . . . . 81 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . . . . . 27 

Refuse  collection  (dustbins)  and  disposal  . . . . 67 

Rats  and  Mice  destruction  . . . . . . . . 5 

Shops  (re  Shops  Acts)  . . . . . . . . 12 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Swimming  Pools  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Pest  Extermination  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . . . . . . . . 14 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection  . . . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  . . . . . . 54 

Miscellaneous  other  visits  . . . . . . . . 8 

Keeping  of  Animals  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Pet  Animal  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Rivers  Pollution  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Butchers  Shops  . . . . . . . . 114 

Fishmongers  and  Fishfriers  . . . . . . 72 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . . . 72 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 50 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . . . 70 

Cafes  and  Canteens  . . . - . . . . 76 

Miscellaneous  Milk  Visits  . . . . . . 47 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  . . . . . . . . 15 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . 21 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 4 
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Dwellinghouses. 


Under  Public  Health  Acts 
Re-inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Under  Housing  Acts 
Re-inspections  under  Housing  Acts 
Inspections  re  Overcrowding  . . 
Re-inspections  re  Overcrowding 
Inspections  re  Improvement  Grants 
Re-inspections  re  Improvement  Grants 
Inspections  re  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
1957  .. 


under 


Rent  Act 


Re-inspections  re  above 
Re  Refugee  Camp 
Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  . . 


31 

103 

3 

27 

2 

2 

14 

17 

24 

25 
8 

27 


Total  . . 1,814 


Drainage. 


Alterations,  additions  and  repairs  . . . . 185 

Drain  Stoppages  cleared  . . . . . . 143 

Drain  Tests  (Water  and  smoke)  . . . . . . 540 

Cesspools  emptied  . . . . . . . . . . 272 

Cesspools  (loads)  . . . . . . . . . . 299 


The  Rodent  Operator  also  carries  out  the  work  of  unstopping 
drains,  on  request,  at  a charge  to  the  occupier  of  2/-  per  hour.  This 
scheme  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  occupier  and  is  instrumental  in  the 
prevention  of  Public  Health  Nuisances. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  at  a cost  to  the  occupier  of  £1.0.0.  per  load 
of  750  gallons.  The  work  is  carried  out  under  contract  to  the  Council 
by  a private  contractor  (Cleansing  Service  (Southern  Counties)  Ltd. 
This  arrangement  works  well. 


Complaints. 


Housing  Defects  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Rodent  Infestation  ..  ..  ..  ..115 

Drainage  (obstructed  drains)  . . . . . . 145 

Pest  Infestation  (general)  . . . . . . . . 19 

Disinfections  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Public  Health  Nuisances  (general)  . . . . . . 18 

Smoke  Nuisances  . . . . . . . • . . 2 

Rivers  Pollution  . . . . . • . . . . 1 


Total  . . 310 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

made  by  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to-  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities  . . 

3 

(2)  Factories  not  included  ;n,  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  L.A.  . . 

46 

81 

Total 

49 

81 

2.  CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

1 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

— 

(b)  Defective 

1 

i 



Other  offences  against  the 
Act 

5 

5 

2 

Total  . . 

8 

8 

2 

Factories  Act,  1937' — Section  34. 

3 certificates  of  “ means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  ” were  issued 
during  the  year. 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Form  of  Notice 

Number  served 

Premises 

Defects 

Informal : 

(a)  Sanitary  defects  . . 

15 

16 

140 

(b)  Others  (dustbins)  . . 

79 

79 

79 

Total  . . 

94 

95 

219 

Statutory : 

(a)  Sanitary  defects 

1 

1 

14 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

1 

1 

14 

In  conclusion  I must  once  again  express  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  my  appreciation  of  their  sup- 
port and  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Walmslev.I  also  express 
to  your  Clerk  and  Surveyor,  my  thanks  for  their  continued  co-operation 
during  tne  year. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

F.  E.  SMALE. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

June,  1958. 
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